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(a) The following questions have been submitted regarding Request for Proposals N66001-04-R-0047. Answers to
each question are provided below in bold text.

1. Question: Are food and galley consumables reimbursable? If so, is this considered to be an element of ODC (ref.
L-317, part 2.4)? Is there a comprehensive list of standard reimbursable that can be provided?

Answer: The Government will not provide a daily food allowance for crewmembers while in port. The
Government will not provide meals for crewmembers for scheduled at-sea trips of fewer than 16 hours per
day. Galley consumables and food purchased for at-sea trips more than 16 hours per day will be costed in
accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulation Part 31. No comprehensive list of standard reimbursables is
available.

2. Question: How are capital projects on the vessel managed? Is this the responsibility of the contractor? How are
regular overhaul and/or dry-docking activities managed? Again, is this the responsibility of the contractor? Is this
included in the Estimated Level of Effort?

Answer: The Government manages capital projects. The contractor may be tasked to provide
product/vendor research and recommendations. The Government manages regular overhaul and/or dry-
docking activities. The contractor will prepare the vessel for dry-docking, deliver the vessel to the shipyard,
and retain a skeleton crew (typically key personnel) aboard during the dry-docking to monitor progress and
report back to the Government.

3. Question: The Answer to Question 32 of Amendment 0001 states, "The Craft Master under this contract is not
considered to be in the same category as a Harbor Tug Captain. The applicable Service Contract Wage
Determination by the Secretary of Labor is in Attachment 4 of the solicitation." After careful review of Attachment
4, we do not see the Wage Determination for Craft Master, Mate/Navigator or Chief Engineer. Please provide
clarification.

Answer: The Craft Master, Mate/Navigator and Chief Engineer labor categories are not part of the Service
Contract Wage Determination by the Secretary of Labor.

4. Question: In Attachment 8 - Personnel Qualifications, minimum qualifications for the Chief Engineer states
"Must posses, or have qualifying experience for, a Chief Engineer's License...for vessels up to 4,000 horsepower."

In general, this is not a standard level of engineering license. The USCG has a certain degree of latitude in assigning
license grades, so it is not inconceivable that this grade of license exists, but it is not standard. The closest standard
grade of license is Designated Duty Engineer, 4000 hp (ref. CFR 46 Part 10 Subpart E) or possibly a Chief Engineer
Limited (Oceans or Near Coastal). Please clarify the intent of the Minimum Qualifications.

Answer: Refer to CFR Title 46, Volume 1, Section 10.901.
5. Question: Please indicate the typical number of days at sea for a typical year.

Answer: At-sea operations are estimated at 200 days per year. The duration of at-sea operations may vary
from one day to two weeks.

6. Question: Please indicate a typical number of overtime hours for any crewman for any previous underway time
period and in port.

Answer: At-sea operations for the SQAP are approximately eighty percent and a typical SQAP workday for
each crewmember is structured so that each crewman provides 15 hours of labor during a SQAP deployment.
In port overtime for crewmembers may be required contingent upon the R/V Explorer returning from at-sea
operations after normal working hours for emergency repairs or during deployment
mobilization/mobilization.

7. Question: Please verify the total number of operating hours since a major overhaul for the (2) main engines
& (2) generator engines.
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Answer: Port Main Engine- 8,885 hours
Starboard Main Engine- 8,891 hours
Port Generator- 9,463 hours
Starboard Generator- 9,192 hours

8. Question: Please indicate general condition and/or approximate percentage available of Ships Technical Library
for installed equipment inclusive of ships electronic navigational aids and ships communication equipments.

Answer: All operation manuals for the ship’s navigational aids and communication equipment are
maintained aboard the vessel.

9. Question: Section L-317, 2.5(a) states “The offeror must have an established cost accounting system, approved
by the Administrative Contracting Officer at the Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) that records all
hours worked, including uncompensated hours, for all employees, and regardless of contract type. Failure to meet
this requirement may result in the proposal being removed from consideration for contract award.”

Upon review of this, it could be interpreted to read that an offeror must have an accounting system approved (read
audited) by the DCMA prior to submitting a proposal. If not, this may result in the proposal being ineligible for
review. s it the intent of the statement to require the Offeror to have an accounting system audited by DCMA prior
to submittal, or to have an accounting system that complies with the requirements as specified prior to

award?

Answer: It is not necessary for the offeror’s cost accounting system to be approved by DCMA prior to the
submission of a proposal. However, FAR 16.301-3(a)(1) requires the contractor’s cost accounting system to
be adequate for determining costs applicable to the contract — prior to award. The contracting office will
coordinate with the Defense Contract Audit Agency and other agencies such as DCMA to evaluate the status
of the offeror’s cost accounting system. The contracting officer is required to make an affirmative
determination regarding the adequacy of the offeror’s accounting system prior to award. If the contracting
officer is unable to make such a determination, the offeror will be ineligible for contract award.

(b) As a result of the above questions and answers, solicitation provision L-317, part 2.5 (a) is revised as follows:

FROM

(a) The offeror must have an established cost accounting system, approved by the Administrative
Contracting Officer at the Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) that records all hours worked,
including uncompensated hours, for all employees, and regardless of contract type. Failure to meet this
requirement may result in the proposal being removed from consideration for contract award.

TO

(a) The offeror must have an established cost accounting system that is adequate for determining costs
applicable to the contract, and that records all hours worked, including uncompensated hours, for all
employees, and regardless of contract type. The contracting officer is required to make an affirmative
determination regarding the adequacy of the offeror’s accounting system prior to award. If the contracting
officer is unable to make such a determination, the offeror will be ineligible for contract award.
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